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One hundred eighty-two works by 104 artists from nine nations comprise the 
collection of ceramics that Howard and Gwen Laurie Smits recently gave to 
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The Smits wide-ranging collection 
reflects the diversity and complexity of the studio ceramics movement of the 
late twentieth century. While the collection contains historical works by such 
important Southern California potters as Laura Andresen, Otto and Vivika 
Heino, Harrison McIntosh, Gertrud and Otto Natzler, and Peter Voulkos dating 
from the mid-1950s through the 1970s and seminal works of the same period 
by British artists Hans Coper, Lucie Rie, and Michael Cardew, contemporary 
American and British works made in the years since 1979, the years when the 
Smits were collecting most actively, represent its focus. 

The studio ceramics movement with its emphasis on one-of-a-kind works 
in clay has been gathering momentum steadily for the past three decades. 

During that time the medium has emerged as an increasingly prominent aspect 
of the contemporary art world. The confluence of three factors account for 
this. Beginning in the 1940s "household-size" kilns became available to in¬ 
dividual craftsmen. This allowed ceramicists to support themselves apart from 
factory production. At about the same time working in clay became an inte¬ 
gral part of most art school curricula. This provided most artists, whatever 
their chosen media, experience with clay. Finally, day itself is an inexpensive 
material that is widely available. 

As artists gained experience with the medium, they began to create 
conceptually expressive works. The combination of form and meaning, in 
turn, engendered a wider appreciation among both traditionalist and avant- 
garde artists. Consequently the audience for contemporary ceramics was 
greatly enlarged. Improved technology - new glazes, bodies, and firing tech¬ 
niques-fueled the growth in interest. 

The funk period of 1960s-70s is well represented in the Smits collection 
by Marilyn Levine’s Two-Tone Baa and Robert Arneson’s Jackson Pollock . Here 
the objects are rendered in full factual detail, in a "more-real-than-real" 
manner. This approach is elaborated in the work of Richard Notkin, who 
through means of a finely crafted tableau has created in Vain Imaginings a 
pessimistic, yet witty statement about contemporary society. Other artists si¬ 
multaneously were coupling humor with more traditional ceramic references. 

This can be seen in Viola Frey’s Journey Teapot and Philip Cornelius's China 
Maru Teapot. 

Some pieces in the collection from the late 1970s emerged from vessel 
forms but exceed that functional reference by developing allusions to time 
and space as well as form. Richard DeVore’s Irregular Bow I examines the 
effects of time on surfaces, while Ruth Duckworth in her Bowl with Lid and 
Many Rocks addresses the sculptural issue of inside versus outside. 

Postmodern concerns for forms from the past reworked and synthesized 
in new ways are evident in some of the pieces from the 1980s. By comparing 
Linda Gunn-Russell’s and Nicholas Homoky’s teapots with Peter Voulkos’s, the _ 
progression from functional to expressive, from object to icon to symbol can Ge,,rud No,zle ' and °"° Nolzle '' ™3" m 6 °" te • 
be seen. These multireferential and synthesizing aspects of contemporary 
ceramics are influenced in turn by traditions from the fine arts, classical dec¬ 
orative arts, and graphic arts. Thomas Kerrigan’s Habitat axv and Martin 
Smith’s Bowl are exemplary in this regard. 
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CHECKLIST 

Laura Andreson ed States, b. I9Q2) 
Yellow Orange Bo trie, 1980s 
Glazed earthenware 
8 x 7'; Idiom.I in. I2U> x 19 cm! 

M.87.1.2 

Laura Andreson ’ed States, b. 1902! 
Small Yell ow Bottle. 1980s 
Glozed earthenware 
4 x 3' j Idlam.l In. HI x 9 cml 
M.87.1.6 

Robert Arneson Hinted Stares, b. 19301 

Jackson Pollock. 1983 

Glazed earthenware 

15 x II 1 '? x 8 in. 138 x 29.5 x 20 cml 

M.87.19 

Ralph Bacerra 

Teapot, 1985 
Porcelain 

18 x 9 x 9 m. 145.5 x 23 x 23 cml 
M.87.1.13 a-c 

Christine Bertoni ted ''totes, b >45) 

Block Yolk Bowl. 1981 
Porcelain 

3 ; x 7 (diam.l in. (9 x 18 cml 
M.87.U8 

Lidya Buzio 

Untitled, 1983 

15 ‘ 4 x II (diam.l in 137 x 28 cml 
Burnished earthenware 

M .87.121 

Michael Cardew - 'ed Kinaa 
1901-821 
Large Plate. 1970 

3 x 16 Idiom.I in. 17.5 x 40.5 cml 
Glazed stoneware 
M.87.1.22 

Hans Coper 

United Kingdom, 1920-811 
Spade Vase, about 1969 
11 3 x 8’ y x 3' ? in. (29 x 21.5 x 9 cml 
Glazed stoneware 
M.87.1.27 

Hans Coper Germany, active in the 
United Kingdom, 1920-811 
Candle Holder, about 1969 
5x4. Idiam.l in. 025 x 1J.5 cml 
Glozed stoneware 
M.87.1.28 

Philip Cornelius 'otes, b. 1934) 

Chino Maru Teapot , 1985 

10 1 4 x 4 : ; x 19 in, 127.5 x 11.5 x 48 cm) 

Glazed porcelain 

M.87.1.32 o-b 


Roseline Delisle iCanada. b. 1952. active 
in the United States) 

Tnptyque A\ 1986 

11 -i h. x 3 ' * Idiam.l in. 130 x 9.5 cm) 

Porcelain 

M.87.1.35 a-b 

Richard DeVore lUnited States, b, 1933) 

Irregular Bowl, 1976 

3 . x 10 i x 10 -t in. 19 x 26 x 27 cml 

Stoneware 

M.87.J.36 

Rick Dillingham t-?d .3t<r-: 1952) 

Tall Vase. 1978 

15 ; x 9 4 x 6 1 4 in. 139 x 24.5 x 16 cml 

Earthenware 

M.87.1.39 

Ruth Duckworth G- rr ' 1919 cm • 
in the United Kingdom and the 
United Statesl 

Bowl with hd and Many Rocks. 1983 
3x8. Idiom.) in. (7.5 x 21 cml 
Glozed porcelain 
M.87.1.41 a-b 


Kenneth Ferguson : >vi?- t 1928) 

Teapot, 1983 

23 x 10'. Idiam.l in. 158.5 x 27 cm.) 

Stoneware 

M.87.1.43 a-b 

John Fleming "i»ed ‘ »’es, : 19471 

Nuclear Mistake. 1979 

9x11 ; x 3 s in. (23 x 29 x 8.5 cm) 

Earthenware 

M.87.1.44 

Viola Frey • b. I9.v;! 

Journey Teapot. 1975/6 

14 4 x 10 . x 5 in. (37.5 x 27 x 125 cml 

Earthenware 

M.87.1.45 a-b 

Michael Frimkess Uni’ed State i\ 19371 
Teapot, 1979 

22 x 8 (diam.l in. (56 x 20.5 cml 

Stoneware 

M.87.1.47 a-b 

Andrea Gill Un -d States, b. 1948) 

Fish Soup Tureen. 1984 

12 . x 21 x 12 in. (31.5 x 53 x 30.5 cm) 

Earthenware 

M.87.1.48 a-b 


Linda Gunn-Russell red Ki : i :rr 

b. 1953) 

Teapot, 1985 

12 x 7 x 1 . j in, 130.5 x 18 x 4 cml 
Glozed earthenware 
M.87.1.52 a-b 




Shoji Hamada Japan, 1894-1978) 

Bottle with Foiling Leaves Design, about 1960 
10 x 7 J 4 x 6 2 in. (25.5 x 19.5 x 16.5 cm) 
Glazed earthenware 
M. 8 7.1.56 

Otto Heino United States, b. 1919) 

Vivika Heino I United States, b. 19091 
Blue Weed Vase, 1980 
4x6 (diam.l in. 110 x 15 cm) 

Glazed porcelain 
M.8 7.1.58 

Nicholas Homoky Hungary, b. 1950, active 
in the United Kingdom) 

White Teapot, about 1980 
7x1 . x 5\ in. (18 x 4 x 14 cm) 

Porcelain 
M.87.1.64 a-b 

Walter Keeler (United Kingdom, b. 1935) 
Tall Gray Pitcher, about 1983 
13 4 x 4 x 7 in. (33.5 x 10 x 18 cm) 
Salt-glaze stoneware 
M.87.1.68 

Thomas Kerrigan (United States, b. 1938) 
Habitat a •., 1984 

27 x 9 x 7 1 2 in. (68.5 x 24 x 19 cm) 
Glazed earthenware 
M.87.1.69 

Marilyn Levine iCanada, b. 1935, active in 
the United States) 

Two-Tone Bag, 1974 
9 x 14 x 10 in. (23 x 35.5 x 25.3 cm) 
Stoneware 
M.8 7.1.77 

Glen Lukens (United States, 1887-1967) 
Yellow Plate, about 1930 
2 x 13 2 (diam.) in. (5 x 34 cm) 

Glazed earthenware 
M.87.1.85 

Harrison McIntosh (United States, b. 1914) 
Pedestal Bowl with Zigzag, 1970s 
8' x 9 (diam.) in. (21.5 x 23 cm) 

Stoneware 
M.87.1.88 

Harrison McIntosh (United States, b. 19141 

Covered Bowl, 1970s 

8x6 (diam.) in. (20.5 x 15.5 cm) 

Stoneware 
M.87.1.91 a-b 


Gertrud Natzler (Austria, United States, 
1908-71) 

Otto Natzler (Austria, b. 1908, active in 
the United States) 

Pilgrim Bottle, about 1956 
17 x 13 x 5 in. (43 x 33 x 12.5 cm) 
Glazed earthenware 
M.87.1.102 

Gertrud Natzler (Austria, United States, 
1908-71) 

Otto Natzler (Austria, b. 1908, active in 
the United States) 

Red Bottle, about 1957 
22 x 4 . (diam.l in. (56 x 11.5 cml 
Glazed earthenware 
M.87.1.103 

Richard Notkin (United States, b. 1948) 
Vain Imaginings, 1978 
17x16 4x13' 2 in. (43 x 42.5 x 34 cm) 
Porcelain, wood, and metal 
M.87.1.117 a-d 

Elsa Rady (United States, b. 1943) 
Winged Victory, 1983 
5 x 15 x 14 : 2 in. (12.5 x 38 x 37 cm) 
Porcelain 
M.87.1.129 

Lucie Rie (Austria, b. 1902, active in the 
United Kingdom) 

Small Yellow Footed Bowl, 1980s 

3 s x 3 1 4 (diam.) in. (8 x 8.5 cm) 
Porcelain 

M.87.1.134 

Lucie Rie (Austria, b. 1902, active in the 
United Kingdom) 

Bowl, 1980s 

4 : 2 x 9 (diam.) in. (11.5 x 23 cm) 
Porcelain 

M.87.1.136 

Adrian Saxe (United States, b. 1948) 

Squash Teapot, 1983 

9x72 (diam.) in. (23 x 19 cm) 

Porcelain 
M.87.1.144 a-b 

Martin Smith (United Kingdom, b. 19501 
Bowl, about 1979 

9 2 x 12 ! . x 6 1 ? in. (24 x 32 x 16.5 cm) 
Terra-cotta with glaze 
M.87.1.157 


Paul Soldner (United States, b. 1921) 

Wasp Wo/st Form, 1982 

15 . x 12 . x 8 in. 139.5 x 30.5 x 20.5 cml 

Earthenware 

M.87.1.158 

Rudolph Staffel (United States, b. 1911) 

Bowl, 1951 

5 x 9V'2 x 8 1 ■ 2 in. (12.5 x 24 x 21.5 cm) 

Glazed earthenware 

M.87.1.161 

Geoffrey Swindell (United Kingdom, 
b. 1945) 

Square-Mouthed Vessel, about 1984 
4 4x4 (diam.) in. (12 x 10 cm) 

Porcelain 
M.8 7.1.164 

Akio Takamori (Japan, b. 1950, active in 
the United States) 

Man with Chicken, 1985 

17 ,x 18x7 in. (44.5 x 46 x18 cm) 

Stoneware 

M.87.1.167 

Robert Turner !United States, b. 1913) 

Little Sue, 1983 

10 x 9 (diam.) in. (25.5 x 23 cm) 

Glazed stoneware 

M.87.1.173 

Peter Voulkos (United States, b. 1924) 
Coffee Pot, 1955 

11 2 x 8 3 4 x 4-4 in. (29 x 22 x 12 cm) 
Glazed earthenware 

M.87.1.175 a-b 

Beatrice Wood (United States, b. 1894) 
Suspicious Wife Plate, 1952 
2 4 x 16 1 4 (diam.) in. (5.5 x 41 cm) 

Glazed earthenware 
M.87.1.181 

Betty Woodman lUnited States, b. 1930) 
Pillow Pitcher, 1983 
20 x 13 x 24 in. 151 x 33 x 61 cm) 
Earthenware with glazes 
M.87.1.184 




